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billion for the National Flood Insur-
ance Program. I see this as an initial
downpayment. I hope this is just the
beginning.

Nearly a month into this crisis, the
status of Puerto Rico today is such:

The Jones Act. On Sunday, the White
House let the 10-day shipping waiver
for the Jones Act expire for Puerto
Rico, meaning that foreign ships can
no longer bring aid to the hurricane-
ravaged island from U.S. ports. I have
been pushing for at least a 1-year waiv-
er and a permanent waiver for oil.

Electricity. To date, only 15 percent
of Puerto Ricans have power and elec-
tricity, not being able to get in contact
with their loved ones and the great im-
pact the lack of electricity has on pa-
tients with dialysis.

Water. Access to clean drinking
water lingers around 20 percent. It is
reported that seaborne bacteria are
contaminating the water supply. This
may lead to bacterial infections such
as cholera, dysentery, E. coli, and ty-
phoid. That can be really disastrous.
The typical treatments for these ill-
nesses, like tetanus shots and powerful
antibiotics, are not readily available
on the island where medical supplies
are quickly running out.

The damage estimates. It is cal-
culated around $95 billion. This is
roughly 150 percent of the Puerto
Rican annual gross national product.
The downpayment really should be $10
billion to $15 billion.

The budget. The White House has re-
ported that they have asked Congress
to authorize approximately $30 billion
in new disaster-related funding.

Fatalities. Mr. Speaker, the official
death toll has increased to 43 deaths di-
rectly or indirectly related to Hurri-
cane Maria. The death toll, unfortu-
nately, will continue to rise, and this is
becoming more and more our Carib-
bean Katrina. I urge my colleagues to
pass the Disaster Relief Fund for Puer-
to Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and
the Caribbean.

———
THANKING TEAM RUBICON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
want to take a few minutes to talk
about and thank Team Rubicon and all
other volunteers who are helping assist
victims of Hurricane Harvey with
storm cleanup, not only in the district
I represent but throughout the State of
Texas.

Many of our cities still have piles and
piles of debris. Initially, it was trees
and brushes cleared, but now, as people
are starting to survey and repair the
damage to their home, there is insula-
tion, there is sheetrock, there are per-
sonal belongings all out along the
street waiting to be picked up and
cleaned up.

This Monday, I spent time with the
Governor of Texas, Greg Abbott, vis-
iting some of our cities, and they are
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telling me that the cleanup may not be
complete in some cities, like Port
Aransas and Rockport, until December
or January. There is a big job ahead. It
is going to take a lot of people.

Several weeks ago, Speaker RYAN
and several members of the Texas dele-
gation joined Team Rubicon in the
Houston area aiding in demolition and
cleanup in the flood-devastated areas.
The group’s positive attitude and com-
mitment to service is inspiring.

Last week, Janice Dean of FOX News
visited the district I represent and told
the story about how Team Rubicon is
helping with debris removal in Whar-
ton, Texas. That is a city of about 9,000
south of Houston that was devastated
by flood waters associated with the
storm.

You know, Team Rubicon was found-
ed in 2010, following the earthquakes in
Haiti, by two marines, Jake Wood and
William McNulty, who knew they could
use their military experience and go
out and help others.

Since then, Team Rubicon has dras-
tically expanded across the Nation,
uniting the skills and experiences of
veterans and first responders to rapidly
deploy emergency response teams.

I want to thank Team Rubicon for all
the help they have provided the folks
of Texas, especially Wharton, and the
people around the world who have suf-
fered disasters since 2010.

I also want to thank Janice Dean of
FOX News for helping tell their story.
Janice’s commitment to Team Rubicon
didn’t stop with just telling the story.

In fact, once the story aired, she has
donated $15,000 from sales of her chil-
dren’s book, “Freddy the Frogcaster”
to Team Rubicon and will continue to
be donating all proceeds from this book
to the group. Thank you, Janice.

Thank you, Team Rubicon, and
thank you for everyone who is helping
out those who are victims of Hurricane
Harvey and the various other disasters
that this Nation is facing right now.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF FIRST
SERGEANT CHARLESTON
HARTFIELD OF THE NEVADA
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of my con-
stituent, First Sergeant Charleston
Hartfield of the Nevada Army National
Guard. Our community lost a true-blue
American hero on the 1st of October.
Since the age of 18, Officer Hartfield
valiantly served our country and our
community, spending 16 years in the
Army both on Active Duty and in the
Nevada National Guard and 11 years in
our local law enforcement.

First Sergeant Hartfield spent a year
deployed to Iraq with the 82nd Air-
borne Division as part of the initial in-
vasion in 2003, where they were award-
ed the Combat Action Badge for having
bravely engaged in combat operations.
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Those who knew Officer Hartfield re-
member him for his kindness to others
and for pouring his heart into our com-
munity as a husband, a father, a friend,
and a youth football coach.

Officer Charleston Hartfield was
taken from us far too soon by a sense-
less tragedy. Our valley and this Na-
tion will mourn his loss, and we will
carry forward his spirit of courage and
selflessness.
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REDUCING GUN VIOLENCE

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, it is hard
to put into words the devastation and
heartbreak my community suffered on
October 1, 2017. This horrific violence
has forever altered the lives of count-
less families in Las Vegas and across
this country.

My heart breaks for those who lost a
parent, a child, a sibling, and a friend.
And while this was the deadliest mass
shooting in modern American history,
I know that we join a long list of com-
munities: Sandy Hook, Aurora, Tucson,
San Bernardino, and Orlando, all who
have suffered way too much through
similar heart-wrenching violence.

I have lived in southern Nevada for
nearly 40 years, and I will tell you that
I have been overwhelmed by the resil-
ience of Las Vegas. We are not just
“Sin City” or the glittering lights of
the strip. We are also a tight-knit,
compassionate community of hard-
working families. The shooting on Oc-
tober 1 exemplified the worst of hu-
manity, but our response represented
the very best of people.

As we try to figure out how to move
forward, I can tell you that we are find-
ing strength and hope and courage in
our brave first responders, in the he-
roic self-sacrifice of men and women
who risked and gave their lives for oth-
ers, and for the kindness of strangers
who helped transport the wounded to
the hospital, who stood in line for
hours to donate blood, and who came
together to support the survivors.

I implore my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to find that same courage
to come to the table and have real con-
versations about commonsense solu-
tions to address gun violence. There is
no single policy solution, but I know
we can support the Second Amendment
while taking reasonable steps to reduce
the carnage inflicted on our commu-
nities by gun violence and mass shoot-

ings.
Mr. Speaker, devices designed to
cause mass casualties, like bump

stocks and high-capacity magazines,
have no practical purpose for hunting
or self-defense. They only increase the
threat for potential victims trying to
find safety, like those at the Mandalay
Bay, and they make it more chal-
lenging for law enforcement to con-
front and neutralize an active shooter.

I urge all of my colleagues to please
join together in a bipartisan effort. We
need to take commonsense steps in
Congress to decrease the scope of wide-
spread destruction and tragic mass
shootings.
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No community should ever be forced
to experience the grief and trauma that
my constituents are now confronting.
It is more urgent than ever that we
take meaningful action to reduce the
toll of widespread gun violence. The
time is now.

————

RECERTIFY IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak about the significance of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action re-
garding Iran, more commonly referred
to as the Iran nuclear agreement.

I have always been a vocal advocate
for tough sanctions on Iran. While I
was a member of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, in 2010, I was a mem-
ber of the conference committee which
drafted the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment
Act. These sanctions, in 2010 and subse-
quently, did make a difference.

Unfortunately, Iran continues to sup-
port terrorist organizations, and its
record on human rights is well known.
But we should not withhold certifi-
cation of the Iran nuclear agreement
without credible evidence that Iran is
not complying. Let’s remember, this
agreement has always been about Iran,
not obtaining nuclear weapons.

Doing so would strip the United
States of our credibility in future
international agreements not just with
Iran, but with our allies as well.

In addition to Iran, we negotiated the
Iran nuclear agreement with the
United Kingdom, Germany, European
Union, China, and Russia, and we must
keep our word. In other words, to re-
main credible, the United States can-
not change positions on international
agreements from one administration to
another without serious justification
and without the consent in working
with our allies.

Especially now, as we are facing an
increasing threat with North Korea, we
must work with our allies and, to-
gether, make a safer world through a
comprehensive strategy that involves
diplomacy, sanctions, and, yes, deter-
rence, if we must use such force. We
have methods for addressing Iran’s
nonnuclear behavior besides refusing to
recertify the agreement, and I will con-
tinue to advocate for the use of these
tools to take a strong stance against
Iran for their support of terrorist state
activities and their abuse of human
rights.

But refusing to recertify the Iran nu-
clear agreement, without clear evi-
dence that Iran has breached the agree-
ment, will deeply damage our relation-
ships with our allies, and it will weak-
en our credibility worldwide.

COMMEMORATING HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to commemorate Hispanic Herit-
age Month, which is from September 15
to October 15 every year.

This month we honor and celebrate
the history, culture, achievements, and
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contributions of Hispanic leaders in
communities throughout our great
country. From serving in our Armed
Forces, to starting businesses that fur-
ther develop our economy and provide
employment for Americans, Hispanics
have contributed great advancements
in science, medicine, literature, and
education. The Hispanic community
and its people have been critical in
shaping our Nation and the valley that
I have the honor to represent.

For example, in my home State of
California alone, there are over 815,000
Hispanic- or Latino-owned companies,
which, together, generate over $98.9 bil-
lion in general receipts in our econ-
omy. In Fresno, Merced, and Madera
counties, which I represent, there are
nearly 27,000 Hispanic- or Latino-owned
companies, which, together, generated,
last year, over $2 billion, $700 million
in our economy.

The story of our Hispanic friends,
neighbors, and loved ones is the story
of the American Dream, as they have
the same hope and aspiration that all
Americans have: to make a better life
for themselves and their families
through hard work, access to a better
education, and equal treatment under
the law.

Let us remember, after all, we are a
nation of immigrants past and present.

For over 250 years, since the forma-
tion of the United States, immigrants
have come from all over the world to
America to have a better life for them-
selves and, in turn, have made us the
greatest country in the world.

During Hispanic Heritage Month, I
am honored to celebrate the commu-
nity whose determination and achieve-
ments are an integral part of not only
our Nation, but the San Joaquin Valley
that I have the honor to represent.

—————

SUPPORT FOR NFL FOOTBALL
PLAYERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise and stand in the well of the
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica. I am always honored that I have
this opportunity, and I see it as a pre-
eminent privilege to be able to stand in
the well of the Congress of the United
States of America.

I love my country. I have said it
many times right here at this podium.
I salute the flag, Mr. Speaker. I say the
Pledge of Allegiance. I sing the na-
tional anthem. I love my country.

And because I love my country, I can
stand here in the well of the House of
the United States of America and an-
nounce that I support the NFL men,
who are professional football players. 1
can say I support them because I be-
lieve in what the flag stands for: lib-
erty and justice for all. I believe in
this. And if there is to be liberty and
justice for all, the cause that they are
part of has to be called to the attention
of the American public. I support the
NFL players, Mr. Speaker.
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To those who say that ‘‘they are so
lucky, they are making millions, why
don’t they just play football, they
ought to be happy,” first, let me com-
ment in this way: They are earning
millions. Their bodies are being torn
apart, in many cases. They are earning
millions. They get concussions. They
are earning millions. They suffer after
they leave football. They are earning
millions. And they are also earning
pain as they play a game that amuses
many.

So those who say they are making
plenty of money and they ought to just
go away, I contend that they are not
doing it for the money. They are doing
it because they understand injustice
anywhere is still a threat to justice ev-
erywhere, as Dr. King put it. They
want to eliminate the injustice that
they see, and, in so doing, they have
decided to take a knee.

I salute the flag. I support my coun-
try. I love my country. And I respect
what they are doing in the form of
peaceful protest to bring about change
that ought to have been brought about
decades or centuries ago; should have
been, but has not been. Yes, we have
come a long way, but we sure have a
long way to go.

Now, to those who say ‘‘they have
earned millions, why aren’t they
happy,” well, it is not hush money.

Is that what you are saying, that
when they get paid, that is hush money
that says that they don’t have freedom
of speech? Does that check negate their
freedom of speech?

I think not. Freedom of speech is
something that you cherish, whether
you live in a mansion or you live under
a bridge. Freedom of speech belongs to
you. It doesn’t matter your station in
life. It doesn’t matter your ethnicity.
It doesn’t matter your religiosity.
Freedom of speech belongs to you be-
cause you are a child of God and you
live in the greatest country in the
world.

So I stand in support of the NFL
players. I want them to continue. I
want them to stand their ground. I
want this movement to continue. And I
want those who were thwarted to know
that you are trying to thwart injustice.
When you try to change the subject
and make it about something that it is
not, you are trying to thwart injustice.
Even if you don’t do it with
intentionality, that is the reality.

We cannot allow injustice to con-
tinue. And I thank God that there are
those who are making millions, those
who are having their bodies abused,
who are willing to take a stand by tak-
ing a knee against injustice, and they
still respect this country and its flag
and this anthem.

If there is one among them who has
other thoughts, then I don’t support
that. I support those who have a right-
eous cause and who are respectful of
the country, who can love the flag and
still protest. I support that.
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